
National School Bus Inspection Survey Summary
Conducted During the Spring of 2011
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Yes No No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes

Summary 37 0 14 - 23
State - 19         
None - 3     

Federal - 1
5.06 23 16 10 10 8 3 4-18 1-22 3-20 4-19 15-8 2-21 3-20 2-21 12-11 3-20 3-20 3-20 4-19 4-19 2-21 2-21 3-20 2-21 3-20 3-20 2-21 3-20 4-19 17-7 4-19 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21

Alabama Yes Yes State Standards Monthly X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Alaska Yes No

Arkansas Yes Yes State Standards 3 times X X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

California Yes No

Colorado Yes Yes

No Established 
Standards, 

Provider designs 
their own.

6,000 miles X X X

small vehicles 
operated 

by/for public 
schools

Yes Yes No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No

Connecticut Yes Yes

No Established 
Standards, 

Provider designs 
their own.

6,000 miles X X X Yes Yes No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No

Delaware Yes No

Georgia Yes Yes State Standard Monthly X X Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Idaho Yes Yes State Standards 4 times per year X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Is the inspection process required for: 
How often is the inspection 

required? 
What is the Scope of this Inspection? Check each item listed below that is part of the inspection.     
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state.
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Is the 
inspection 
process 

required for 
school buses 
that are Multi-

Functional 
School Activity 
(activity buses) 

type buses? 

Are the Inspection 
standards 

established by 
state standards, 

are the local 
providers required 

to use federal 
DOT standards, 
or are there no 

established 
standards? 

Does your 
state require 
school buses 

to pass a 
Local 

Inspection: 
buses are 

inspected at 
the local 
level by a 

local 
inspector?

Does your state 
require school 

buses to be 
inspected?
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Illinois Yes No

Indiana Yes No

Kansas Yes Yes
Federal DOT 

Standards
Annually

Or whenever our 
KS Highway Patrol 
want to do a "spot-

on" inspection.

X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Iowa Yes Yes State Standards Annually X X X X X
Regional 
Transit 

Vehicles
No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Louisiana Yes Yes State Standards
Twice a 

year
X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Maryland Yes Yes State Standards

4 per year for 
MSDE; 2 per year 
for MVA (part of 

MSDE 4)

X X X X

For private 
schools, MVA 

does 
inspections, 
not MSDE

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Massachusetts Yes No

Michigan Yes No

Minnesota Yes No



National School Bus Inspection Survey Summary
Conducted During the Spring of 2011

Missouri Yes Yes State Standards Annually

Buses are required to 
be inspected by a 

licensed inspection 
station annually, prior 

to the start of the 
school year, in 
addition to any 

inspections required 
for the state motor 

vehicle licensing of the 
school bus.

X X X X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Montana Yes Yes
Federal DOT 

Standards
By Semester X X X X X Yes Yes No No No Yes No Yes No No No No No No Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Nevada Yes No

New Hampshire Yes No

New Jersey Yes Yes State Standards
Every 6 
Months

X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

New Mexico Yes No

North Carolina Yes Yes State Standards Monthly X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ohio Yes No

Oklahoma Yes Yes State Standards Annually

Every Pretrip by 
driver or school 
designee and 

Annual by 
Qualified 
Mechanic 
Inspector

X X

Limited 
SDE 

accredited 
schools

Limited 
SDE 

accredited 
schools

X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Oregon Yes No

South Carolina Yes Yes State Standards Eight weeks X

School 
buses 

owned by 
the state

No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

the state

Utah Yes Yes State Standards
As the buses 

come in for routine 
servicing

X No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Virginia Yes Yes State Standards
Every 30 operating 

days or 2,500 
miles

X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Washington Yes No

West Virginia Yes Yes State Standards 60 days X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

XUnknown Yes Yes

No Established 
Standards, 

Provider designs 
their own.

60 days X Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

XUnknown Yes Yes State Standards
Twice per 

year
X No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

XUnknown Yes Yes State Standards Annually X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes

5-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-21 2-20 16-7 4-19 18 15 17 3 7-16 17 14 13 9 9 19 12 13 9-13 11-10 6-11 7-9 2-8 2-8 3.00

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X X Yes

annual 
inspections, 
compliance 

reviews

Yes DOE Yes Yes Yes Yes 5 No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X No No No No

No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No X X No
state monitors 

interval and 
documentation

No No

No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No X X X No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X Yes X X X X X X X No No No

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X No X X X X Yes No No No

How long does the 
Inspector’s Certification 
last? (This is referring to 

the certification that is 
earned by the individual 

inspector, not the bus being 
inspected.) 
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If you have an Inspection Manual, does 
your manual include: (check all that apply)

If you have an Inspection Checklist, does your Checklist 
include: 

Who performs the inspections? (check all that apply)

Does a state agency 
monitor the inspector to 

assure that inspections are 
in compliance with state 

requirements? 

Are the Inspectors 
required to be 

certified? 

Does the Inspector Certification 
process require applicants to 

participate in:
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Is the 
Inspector 

required to 
take 

continuing in-
service 

training to 
retain or 
renew 

Certification? 
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Does your 
inspection 
program 
include a 

standardized 
Inspection 
Checklist? 
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Does your 
inspection 
program 
include a 

standardized 
Inspection 
manual/ 

document? 

Are wheels 
removed to 

inspect brake 
components? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X

That's up to 
each local 

inspection site 
as to "WHAT" 
manual they 

utilize.

Yes X X X X X X X Yes

Our KS Highway 
Patrol monitor the 

mechanical 
inspection 

section.

No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X X Yes X X X X X X X No No No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X
State 

Approved 
Inspector

X X X Yes
State Dept. of 
Motor Vehicle 

Yes DOE Yes Yes Yes Yes 5 No

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X No X X X X Yes

one per year of 
the 4 MSDE 

inspections are 
monitored by 

MVA

No
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No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X No X X Yes

Each station is 
required to be obtain 
a permit through the 

Motor Vehicle 
Inspection Division of 

the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol, 

whose employees 
monitor the activities 
of the station and it's 

inspectors.

Yes

Missouri 
State 

Highway 
Patrol, 
Motor 

Vehicle 
Inspection 
Division

Yes Yes Yes Yes 3 No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X

Checklist for 
Approved, not 
approved and 

corrections

Yes X X
Montana 
Highway 

Patrol
Yes Yes No No Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X Yes X X X X Yes

annual 
inspections, 
compliance 

reviews

Yes MVC Yes Yes Yes Yes X No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X No Yes

DPI. 
Effective 
August 1, 

2011

Yes Yes Yes No 5 Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X
Yes, can also 

make their 
own form

X X X
Operable 
and Not 

Operable

Yes 
Annual 

only

Yes 
Pretrip 

only

If person 
is 

qualified

If person 
is 

qualified

Annual: 
any 

qualified 
mechanic 
pursuant 
to state 

law

No

Local schools 
verify 

documentation of 
bus inspector

Yes

ASE, or 
FMCSAl, or 

Bus 
Inspector 
Training 
Course 

approved by 
Oklahoma 

DOE

Yes Yes Yes Yes
Yes, there 

is no 
expiration

No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes

Selected 
inspection checks 
by Maintenance 

Specialists

Yes
Department 
of Education

Yes Yes Yes Yes 3 Yes

Specialists

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No X
State 

standards
No X No Yes Yes 1 Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X X X Yes

VDOE staff 
annually 

randomly verify 
inspections

No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X No No No No Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No X No X X Yes No No No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X X X

One 
inspection 

by someone 
not 

employed by 
the school 

district 
(typically 
Highway 

Patrol, local 
garage)

Yes

Maintenance 
Inspection 
records are 

maintained at the 
district for one 

year.  State 
inspects during 
district visits.

No No No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X X X Yes
Law Enforcement 
officers overseen 

by a Sergeant
Yes

All Bus 
Inspectors 

are required 
to first be 

NASTI 

Yes Yes No No Yes
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How many 
hours does 

it take to 
complete 

each Local 
Inspection? 
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No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes

12-9 16-7 1.10 2-35
State - 32     

Federal - 1
16

10-6 months  
More - 1   
Less-1

32 26 18 18 9 7 7-24 1-32 2-31 2-31 18-5 0-33 0-33 0-33 11-21 1-32 1-32 1-32 2-31 2-31 0-33 1-32 2-31 1-32 0-33 2-31 0-33

Completion of 
a certified auto 

mechanic’s 
apprenticeship

; OR

five year’s 
experience as 
an auto or truck 
mechanic; OR

three 
consecutive 

year’s 
experience as a 

mechanic’s 
helper in a 

school bus shop

No Yes

left lower 
corner of 

driver 
window

1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
Federal DOT 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

semi annually X X No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes

Driver's 
side lower 
corner of 

windshield

1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards
Other

Every 13 
months

X X X X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

No No Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X

small vehicles transporting 
students for public schools

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

No No Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards
Twice a year X X X X Yes No No No

No a 
platform brk 
test is used

Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes No Yes

No No 1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes No Yes
State 

Standards
Other twice per year X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

What is the Scope of this Inspection? C

Does your 
state 

require 
school 

buses to 
pass a State 
Inspection: 
buses are 
inspected 
by a state 

inspector or 
state 

certified 
inspector?

Are Certification 
stickers/decals issued 
that must be displayed 
on the vehicle to verify 
that the school bus has 

passed inspection? 
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What pre-qualifications must an individual have to be eligible for 
Inspector Certification? (Example: must the inspector have 6 

months vehicle maintenance experience.)

R
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e 
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Does this 
inspection 
require that 
an assistant 
be available 

to the 
inspector 

(e.g. to shake 
the steering 

wheel, 
operate light 

switches, 
etc.)? 
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th

er
 (
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How often is the inspection 
required? 

Is the inspection process required for: 

If 
Y

es
, w

he
re

 is
 th

e 
st

ic
ke

r 
lo

ca
te

d 
on

 th
e 

bu
s?

A. B. C. D. E. H
ou

rs

Are the 
Inspection 
standards 

established 
by state 

standards or 
are the local 

providers 
required to 
use federal 

DOT 
standards? 

S
om

e 
ot

he
r 

gr
ou

p 
of

 
bu

se
s 

(p
le

as
e 

sp
ec

ify
)

Is the 
inspection 
process 

required for 
school buses 
that are Multi-

Functional 
School 
Activity 
(activity 

buses) type 
buses? 

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

Illinois requires 
every six months 
or 10,000 miles, 

whichever occurs 
first.

X X X X

Multi-function school 
activity buses which are 

designed to transport 11-15 
passengers, including the 

driver.

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

All buses are 
inspected 

annually plus 
any bus 12yrs 
old or older is 

inspected 
every six 
months

X X X X X

Day Cares/any 
transportation of school 

aged children to and from 
school or school activities

Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes

Shall be 
placed on the 

school 
vehicle's 

windshield in 
a location that 

will NOT 
impair the 

driver's

3 Yes

No No 1 Yes
State 

Standards
Twice Per 

Year
X X X X X Regional Transit Vehicles  No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Pass an 
examination

two year’s 
experience as 

an auto  
mechanic

No Yes

left lower 
corner of 

driver 
window

1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes No Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

3 times a 
year, by law

X X X X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Minimum 
age of 17

Minimum of 1 
year practical 
mechanical 

experience or 
verifiable 

recognized 
vocational 
technical 

certificate in 
automotive 
mechanics

Read, write 
and 

understand 
English

Yes Yes

Lower left 
corner of 

front 
windshield

1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

No Yes
State 

Standards
X X X X

The State only requires school 
buses that are transporting 

students to and from school to be 
inspected by the Montana 

Highway Patrol.  Other buses 
such as activity buses are 

recommended to be inspected at 

Yes No No No Yes No Yes No No No No No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

Semi annually X X X X

We have no private 
contracting in Nevada, but 
if we did, the school buses 

would have to be 
inspected.

Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes

No Yes

left lower 
corner of 

driver 
window

1 Yes
State 

Standards
Every 6 
months

X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

2 x per year X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

No No 1 Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

Random - 
10% of fleet 

per year
X No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

Semi-annual X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

ASE 
certified bus 

mechanic 
and 2 yrs. 
experience 
as auto/bus 
technician, 

Or

FMCSA 
qualified to 

perform bus 
inspections, 

Or

Successfully 
complete a 
School Bus 
Inspector 

course 
approved by 

the Oklahoma 
DOE

No No

Unknown: 
begin/end 
time not 

required to 
be recorded

Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X

Some, not 
all

Some, not 
all

Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes
Optional, 
not listed

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

One year 
mechanic 

experience
Yes No 1 Yes

State 
Standards

Annually X State Owned School Buses Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
p

Air brakes

Training and 
certification 
as needed 
for the type 

of buses 
worked on

Yes No 1 Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

Twice 
annually

X X X X No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

None No No 1.5 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes
State 

Standards

Other 
(please 
specify)

100% 
annually & 

25% surprise 
Bi-Annually

X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

No No 1 Yes
State 

Standards
Other twice annually X Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

No No 1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes No No

Complete 
Police 

Academy

Maintain 
Police 

Certification

Complete and 
pass NASTI 

course

Maintain 
NASTI 

certification
Yes Yes

Next to 
rearview 

mirror 
inside bus

1 Yes
State 

Standards
Annually All of the above Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes

2-31 4-29 20-2 3-30 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 1-32 0-33 1-32 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 0-33 1-32 0-33 0-29 21-12 0-33 30 24 30 3-30 30 26 23 15 1 27 7 5 5 4 3-29 9-24 9-18 5-23 4-21 8-17

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X

SDE inspection 
program 

supervisor and 
state director as 

a part of 
performance 
evaluations

Yes
SDE and 

State 
Personnel

No Yes Yes No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes

all inspection 
reports are 

submitted to the 
state and 

reviewed for 

Yes
State of 
Alaska

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes No No No

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X X X X No No No No No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X Yes X X X X X Yes Yes
Colo. Dept. 

of Education
Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

d. Oth

Criteria is 
OEM specs

Yes X X X X X X X Yes

reviews of 
trans 

program by 
state

Yes
CO Dept. of 
Education

Yes Yes Yes

Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X

DE 
inspectors 

are assisted 
by State 
Patrol

Yes
Random 
reviews

Yes DMV Yes Yes Yes No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X Yes X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes X X X No X Yes No

O f S i ' i

State 
inspectors

During 
h d l d

Check each item listed below that is part of the inspection.     

Are wheels 
removed to 

inspect brake 
components? 
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Does your 
inspection 
program 
include a 

standardized 
Inspection 
manual/ 

document? 

If 
Y
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A
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ra
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If you have an Inspection Manual, does your 
manual include: (check all that apply)

D
. O
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er

O
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er
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e 
sp

ec
ify

Does your 
inspection 
program 
include a 

standardized 
Inspection 
Checklist? 

If you have an Inspection Checklist, does your 
Checklist include: 

P
le
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de
sc
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be

 O
th

er

Who performs the inspections? (check all 
that apply)
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B
. D
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ta
ff

Does a state agency 
monitor the inspector to 
assure that inspections 
are in compliance with 

state requirements? 

Are the Inspectors 
required to be 

certified? 

Does the Inspector 
Certification process 
require applicants to 

participate in:

A
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Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X

Out of Service' is 
really 'Pass or 

Fail' If one 
component is 
does not meet 

the Pass criteria, 
the bus fails the 

inspection.

Yes X X X

inspectors 
perform 

nonscheduled 
or 

'unannounced' 
inspections 
where the 

buses may be 
stored or 
parked.

Yes

nonscheduled or 
unannounced 
inspections of 
school buses 

and periodic site 
visits of private 
garages a.k.a. 
Illinois Official 

Testing Stations.

Yes
Illinois 

Department of 
Transportation

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X Yes Yes No No No No

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes
Record 

Reviews
No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X Yes

SDE inspection 
program 

supervisor and 
state director as 

a part of 
performance 

Yes
State Dept. 

of Motor 
Vehicle

No Yes Yes No

Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X Yes No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X Yes X X X X X Yes

Manager 
reviews the 

inspector and 
inspections

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes Yes
Self 

certification
Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X
HOW 

SYSTEM 
WORKS

Yes X X X X

All done by 
FMCSR 
Rules & 

Laws

X
MN STATE 
PATROL

Yes
DOWN LOAD 
INSPECTION

S
Yes

CVSA 
FMCSA

Yes Yes Yes Yes
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No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X No X Yes

Missouri 
State 

Highway 
Patrol

Yes

Missouri 
State 

Highway 
Patrol

Yes Yes Yes Yes

No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X No X
Montana 
Highway 

Patrol
Yes Yes

State 
Trooper

Yes No No Yes

Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X

Includes 
date of 

inspection 
and date of 

repairs 
completed

X X

District staff 
assist with 
inspections 
and make 

repairs

Yes

Inspectors 
are under the 

Nevada 
Highway 

Patrol and 
they monitor 
and train the 
inspectors

No

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X Yes
MVC Quality 
Assurance 

Audits
Yes MVC Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X No Yes
Effective 
August 1

Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X Yes No Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Yes. Annual; 

No Pretrip
Yes X X X Yes X X X X No Yes

ASE, or 
FMCSA, or 

Training 
School 

approved by 
Oklahoma 

DOE

No Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X

Oregon 
Department of 

Education 
Certified 

Inspectors. All 
Technician, 

Public or 
Private make 
conduct the 
inspection 

after taking a 
written test and 
being certified 

by ODE

Yes

We audit their 
records 

during our 
onsite visits. 
The district 

must send in 
a certification 

report very 
year by 

September 
1st.

Yes
Oregon 

Department 
of Education

No Yes Yes No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X X X X X Yes

Department 
of Education 
Maintenance 
Specialists 

conduct 
Yes

Department 
of Education

Yes Yes Yes Yes

selected 
inspections

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X Yes X X X X Yes

Utah 
Highway 

Patrol 
Inspection 
Program

Yes
Utah 

Highway 
Patrol

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes ?? Yes ?? No Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X Yes X X X X Yes
Washington 
State Patrol 

WSP
Yes WSP Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X Yes No

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes X X Yes X X X X Yes
on district 

visits records 
are reviewed

No No No No No

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes X X X Yes X X X X X Yes

Law 
Enforcement 

Agency 
(DMV).  

Officers work 

Yes

Commercial 
Vehicle 
Safety 

Alliance

Yes Yes Yes Yes
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How many 
hours does it 

take to 
complete 

each Local 
Inspection? 

No/Yes No/Yes No/Yes

8 2.60 17-12 14-17 10-23 2.52

5 No

years 
experience as 

a shop 
foreman or 

shop 
supervisor

8 years as a 
local 

inspector
No Yes

left lower 
corner of 

driver 
windshield

1

1 Yes
Two years 

shop 
experience

School Bus 
ASE 

certification
Physically fit Yes Yes

on drivers 
side of bus 

where 
possible and 
on opposite 

1

No No No 1

No N/A Yes Yes
Lower right 
side corner

0

3 No CDL

2 years 
experience 
on class of 

vehicle

knowledgeable 
of how to use 

tools, and 
procedures

CDE Brake 
Inspector

No No
Affidavit on 

board
5

3 Yes
2 years 

experience
DOT brake 
inspector

understand 
inspection 

criteria

knowledgeable 
of tools, 

procedures 
and equipment 

to perform 
inspection

No Yes
Affidavit 
form in 
vehicle

5

X No

ASE School 
Bus Master 

Certification or 
5 years as a 
school bus 
mechanic

No Yes

Lower right 
hand corner 

of psngr. 
side 

windshield.

0.25

Yes Yes

Windshield 
or under 
driver's 

side 
window

1

Yes

Yes, 
however, if 

an 
inspector 

fails to At the 

What pre-qualifications must an individual have to be eligible for 
Inspector Certification? (Example: must the inspector have 6 

months vehicle maintenance experience.)

How long does the 
Inspector’s 

Certification last? 

Is the 
Inspector 

required to 
take 

continuing in-
service 

training to 
retain or 
renew 

Certification? 

E.Y
ea

rs

M
on

th
s

Does this 
inspection 
require that 
an assistant 
be available 

to the 
inspector 
(e.g. to 

shake the 
steering 
wheel, 

operate light 
switches, 

etc.)? 

Are Certification 
stickers/decals issued 

that must be 
displayed on the 

vehicle to verify that 
the school bus has 
passed inspection? 
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A. B. C. D.

perform at 
least 10% 
of the total 
number of 

school 
buses 

inspected 
at the 

testing 
station, the 
inspector 

may require 
recertificati

No 18 years old
Valid 

driver's 
license
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